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The Library collection began in the early 80’s when Rabbi Dr. Shimon 
Cowen, a Kollel Alumnus of Kollel Menachem in Melbourne, began 

recording and preserving early lectures and events organised by the Kollel. 
Management was then passed on in the 90's, to Kollel Alumnus Rabbi 

Mendy Rimler, who greatly expanded this collection, whilst ensuring the 
recording of each and every summer learning program lecture,along with 

many other communal events.

It was then digitised and moved online through its establishment as an 
independent community-based library, jml.org.au with the aim and purpose 

of servicing the entire Jewish community of Melbourne.

JML currently boasts a collection of more than 5,000 Lectures delivered 
by more than 330 speakers across 42 Subject Categories, all of 

which are freely available via our website.

THE STORY OF JML

Month Unique Visitors # of visits Pages Hits
Jan-23 1,397 1,765 6,886 14,930
Feb-23 1,150 1,448 5,418 12,954
Mar-23 1,256 1,484 4,332 9,274
Apr-23 1,152 1,365 4,151 9,152
May-23 926 1,126 7,654 15,875
Jun-23 1,388 1,772 5,694 12,850
Jul-23 1,156 1,380 5,867 16,261
Aug-23 1,095 1,321 7,193 18,625
Sep-23 1,153 1,450 5,314 11,263
Oct-23 3,296 3,830 12,904 20,932
Nov-23 3,336 3,555 12,558 16,219
Dec-23 923 1,203 7,301 14,111
Total 18,228 21,699 85,272 172,446



Most of this collection consists of live recordings thelibrary produced of 
local and visiting lecturers and dignitaries to Melbourne over the past 40+ 

years and which are exclusively available through our JML website. 

Prominent speakers of note from the past, include Rabbi C. Gutnick, Rabbi 
Y. D. Groner,  Rabbi Lord J. Sacks and Rabbi A. Ibn Israel (Steinsaltz) OB”M.

Highly popular contemporary speakers include Rabbi A.Shishler, Rabbi Y. Y. 
Jacobson, Rabbi Y. Chazan,  Rabbi M. Dinerman and Rabbi S. Taub as well as 

local oratory talents, Rabbi L. Broh and Rabbi Y. Glasman. 

Popular presenters of Halacha include Rabbi F. Levin, Rabbi Y. Ulman, and 
Rabbi M. Stern. Popular presenters of Talmud include Rabbi M. Krasnjanski, 
Rabbi Y. Johnson, and Rabbi Y. Hecht. Many lectures presented by Rabbi Y. 

Gordon, our foremost expert on Tanach, along with many more talented 
speakers too numerous to list here.

OUR DAILY MISHNAH YOMIS SERIES 

Rabbi Leor Broh, a most respected and eloquent presenter, has been delivering the 
daily Mishnah Yomis shiur for over 30 years. Due to its prominence, we recently built 

a special purpose website to uniquely cater for this series as well. Please visit: 
jmlmishnayomis.org We also have plans for developing a site to uniquely cater for 

his popular weekly parsha and Tzaddikim series which will be fully indexed and 
searchable. 

NOTED SPEAKERS FROM THE PAST AND PRESENT
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Dear Friends,

The Jewish Multimedia Library has dedicatingly provided a valuable community service for the 
greater Jewish community in Melbourne for over 28 years. Its early collection of recordings began in 
the 80s under the management of Rabbi Dr Shimon Cowen, son of a former Governor General of 
Australia, Sir Zelman Cowen OBM, who was then Program Director of the post-graduate Rabbinic 
Institute, Kollel Menachem in Melbourne. It later evolved in the 90s into a fully independent, 
community library and recording service under the Direction of Rabbi Mendy Rimler, who registered 
this library as a non-for-profit and tax-deductible community library with his vision for it being 
something that will serve and benefit the entire Jewish community of Melbourne. The officers 
serving on the board of JML, are made up of highly respected community individuals, including 
Cowen himself, who always remained very connected to JML by serving as its secretary and public 
officer throughout all these years.  He regularly performs internal audits, reviewing all of the libraries 
transactions and expenditures, as well as making sure it's adhering to all laws and regulations 
governing charities.

Special thanks and acknowledgements to Mr. Dean Ellinson, who was instrumental in having 
Mizrachi avail itself of JML back in 2012, by having Mendy come down and ensure very high-quality 
recordings were made both on audio and video of the many lectures given during the Arnold Bloch 
Memorial Service Series. (See accompanying image for a screenshot of its website showcasing and 
hosting all of Rabbi Kennards' talks along with many other prominent lectures which they recorded 
at Mizrachi on our behalf.)

More recently, JML recorded the talks given by 
Dr. Tovah Lichtenstein, daugther of Rav J.B. Soloweitchik, 
at Mizrachi Shule in 2018. JML however, always had to 
operate on a shoe-string budget, which forced them to 
greatly limit their recording activities amongst the 
broader community. Yet, they have never stopped 
recording and uploading lectures and events throughout 
all these years, and every single day, new recordings are 
made and uploaded,  amongst them two of our very 
prominent regular shiur presenters at Mizrachi, Rabbi 
Leor Broh and Rabbi Mottel Krasnjanski. 

JML is now making a very strong comeback. Firstly, by 
gearing up to launch their first major charity fundraiser. 
They have professionally rebranded with a mesmerising new logo, 
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Rabbi Mordechai Krasnjanski, a Kollel Alumnus, has been delivering the daily Daf 
Yomi shiur at the Kollel for nearly 40 years, since 1986. His daily Daf shiur is highly 
sought after world-wide for being unique in capturing and delivering an entire Daf 
along with Tosfos, Rishonim, and Acharonim accompanied by his own novellae in 

just over half an hour! JML undertook the arduous task of recording and 
uploading these daily shiurim since 2016, at the urging of none other than Rabbi 

Yossi Jacobson himself of Yeshiva.net who requested this to satisfy a need for 
many of his students overseas! JML has since managed to record and upload the 
entire shas! These have also been video recorded via Zoom since Covid19, and 

special thanks goes to Chaim Moshe Korik, a loyal attendee of this shiur, who was 
instrumental in arranging these zoom recordings. Due to the prominence and size 
of this particular series, we recently built a special purpose website to exclusively 

cater for this series. Please visit: jmldafyomi.org 

OUR LARGEST AND LONGEST RUNNING LECTURE 
SERIES – DAF YOMI

The JML website is urgently in need of a major 
upgrade as the coding used for this website is 

extremely old and unsupported. The major upgrade 
will fully overhaul the existing website into a 

state-of-the-art modern design implementing the 
latest technology, tools, user enhancements, along 
with a smart app. Simplicity and user friendliness 
being at the forefront of its aims and objectives.

MAJOR UPGRADE OF JML WEBSITE

JML is working closely with professional community videographers and 
photographers, to enable their vast archives of videos and photos of past communal 

events, to be digitised and preserved for posterity and subsequently to be shared 
with the rest of the community via the JML website. These include organisational 

dinners, groundbreaking events and ceremonies, Lag B’Omer parades and 
celebrations, major symposiums, lectures and debates, special films and tributes, 

shloshim and yahrzeit events, holocaust survivor interviews, and other rare footage 
and collections of communal interest.

ENABLING PRIVATELY HELD ARCHIVES TO BE MADE PUBLIC 

FUNDING OBJECTIVES FOR THE JEWISH MULTIMEDIA LIBRARY
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PARTNER WITH US IN OUR FIRST CHARIDY FUNDRAISER

This Sunday 16th June

Rabbi Dr. Avrohom (Alan) 
Kimche, Senior Rabbi of 
Mizrachi in Melbourne, posing 
with Rabbi Mendy Rimler, 
Director of JML, following the 
King's Birthday Learning and 
Breakfast, hosted by Kollel 
Menachem, on Monday, 
10th June 2024.
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regal-looking brochure and great signage. Several billboards are also up around the community 
advertising their library and campaign with one right opposite Mizrachi, at 76 Balaclava Rd. 

They are now in urgent need of upgrading their website which is very outdated and unsupported. As a 
result, many videos are not playable on their current website, nor can it upload new content on to its 
website, until after they upgrade. In the interim, they are using their Youtube and Spotify accounts to 
host whatever content they currently produce and upload. 

They are also teaming up with our local community videographers, such as Mr Chaim Mehlman, Mr 
Henry Greener, and the Cylich and Feiglin families, all of whom are in possession of rare and valuable 
archives, many of which need to first be digitised and uploaded to be of use and benefit to the entire 
community. 

To receive some teaser video clips from our treasured archives being prepared 
for our website, please email: director@jml.org.au with the word ‘teaser’ in the subject line. 

JML deserves the support and recognition of the Melbourne Jewish community, after more than 28 
years of dedicated service to the community. 28 is the same numerical value of Koach (strength). Time 
for us to give them a big Yasher Koach by showing our generous support. Let's all give them a 
breather by helping them get restarted in a substantial way, through our generous, tax-deductible 
contributions. They are still actively trying to find some major donors, sponsors and dollar-matchers 
who will help give them a great boost towards their upcoming Charidy campaign this coming Sunday, 
16th of June.

• All donations are fully tax-deductible

• All donations will be fully acknowledged 
on their Charidy Page

• Their new website will be able to offer 
dedications and business advertising
in exchange for all sizeable donations. 
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Estimated cost of full 
upgrade: overhaul of 
our entire website and 
it's content to a brand 
new state of the art 
website along with the 
development of smart 
apps for both Apple 
and Android devices.

Part time 
librarian - annually

Restoring and 
uploading archived 
collections

Administration, 
operational expenses 
and equipment

$40,000

$20,000

$15,000

$15,000
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SUNDAY 
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charidy

PLEASE GENEROUSLY SUPPORT OUR FIRST EVER
CHARIDY CAMPAIGN!

• JML SEEKS MAJOR SPONSORS AND DOLLAR MATCHERS 
AHEAD OF OUR UPCOMING CHARIDY CAMPAIGN

• ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

For more information, please email: 
director@jml.org.au or contact 
Mendy Rimler on 0418 133 316
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